FEBRUARY 


I952 


Lhe 
sobnark 


THE NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 





THE BOOKMARK: News about Books and Library Services 


THE SMALL-TOWN LIBRARY 

RECENT BOOKS: A SELECTION 

FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 
LITERATURE OF THE CAPITAL DISTRICT 
RECENT ACCESSIONS 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian and Assistant Commissioner of 
Education for Libraries 


L. Marion Moshier, Director, Library Extension Division 


Editorial Committee 


L. Marion Moshier, Chairman 
Florence Boochever, Editor 


Mason Tolman 


THE BOOKMARK is issued by the New York State Library, Albany 1, N.Y., 
monthly except August and September. Sent without charge to libraries of 
New York State; the price to others is 10 cents a copy or $1.00 a year. 








New York State Library THE BOOKMARK Vol.11 No.5 February ,1952 


THE SMALL-TOWN LIBRARY 


by Granville Hicks 
of Grafton, New York, author of Small town 


Our library was brought into existence in the summer of 1945 by a 
few people who believed deeply in the importance of the printed word. In 
comparison with the invention of speech and the invention of writing, the 
invention of printing was, I suppose, only a minor innovation. But with- 
out printing our kind of civilization, including our democratic institu- 
tions, would be inconceivable. Today there are many new forms of commni- 
cation, but the printed word remains indispexsable. 


We were thinking of that, but we were also thinking of books as a 
source of entertainment. Beginning in childhood, when books were the 
magic that could transform the dreariest and loneliest day, we had found 
the pleasure of reading among the greatest of life's joys. We believed 
that books should be made available to everyone -- all kinds of books, 
from casual amusement to the highest reaches of literature. 


Our faith, I think, was a noble one, and our aim has not proven un- 
wise or impractical. Outside our own ranks we have found a few people who 
visit the library every week or two and go home laden with books. There 
are not many habitual readers in town, but even if we did nothing but 
provide these few individuals with the books they so obviously crave, I 
should feel that we were justifying our existence. Actually, however, one 
person in ten in the entire town uses the library in the course of a year. 
Some are fairly regular borrowers; others drop in only once or twice a 
year, as the mood strikes them or as they have some particular need. But 
they do use the library. 


To render this service costs very little: $100 from the state, $100 
from the town, $250 or so raised each year by a tag day and a supper. 
For not much more than the cost of a television set, we perform a service 
that is indispensable tc some and helpful to many. 


We need not apologize for our six years' record, and yet we are far 
from satisfied with it. We were, I am sure, rather too optimistic about 
the number of habitual readers in a town such as ours. There were some 
of them, as I have said, and they have been grateful patrons of the li- 
brary from the day it opened, but the number has remained depressingly 
constant. Indeed, the total number of borrowers has varied surprisingly 
little from year to year since the library was founded: we satisfied a 
demand, which was good, but the demand has not increased in the way we 
expected it would. 
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What we have learned is that the small-town library, to do its job 
well, must have a missionary program. We have done less than we all know 
we could and should have done -- if, if, if -- but the little we have done 
proves that it is possible to get results. One summer we secured a school 
district bookmobile and took books to the principal summer colonies in 
the town: not only was there a lively demand for the books then, but in 
subsequent years, when we were unable to repeat the experiment, more sum- 
mer people came to the library. Whenever we have made a special effort to 
work with school teachers -- there are six one-room schools in the town-- 
we have had a notable response, in spite of the fact that the schools are 
served by the district bookmobile. Occasionally we have found time and 
energy enough to present special library programs at meetings of town 
organizations, to explain how the library functions and what it has to 
offer, and we have found that people not only wanted our books but were 
ready to give their support. 


Publishers, booksellers and librarians have lamented the effect of 
television on reading habits, and they have reason to. Again and again in 
the past two years a family has stopped borrowing books the very day a 
television aerial appeared on the roof. Recently I have observed that some 
members of some of these families are coming back to the library; they 
don't borrow as many books as they used to, but apparently the television 
no longer occupies every minute of spare time. Most persons, it would seem, 
could find time for both television and reading, but we have to find ways 
of reminding them that the library is there. 


That is the problem, and it was the problem for us before tel@re*.-— 
vision became popular: so many people seem to forget the library's exist- 
ence. Now and then, at a meeting of the fire company say, somebody will 
want to know something about automobiles, perhaps, or electric wiring or 
the care of guns, and he is astonished when I tell him that there is a 
book in the library that will give him the information he needs. Our li- 
brarian, I know, has the same experience at meetings of women's organ- 
izations. Somehow, in spite of considerable publicity, we have failed to 


convince people that we either have the facts they are looking for or can 
get at then. 


One of our major problems is simply lack of space. Our quarters are 
barely large enough to store the books we have, and there is room neither 
for readers nor for displays of any sort. But even if we had room, we 
would still have to find ways of getting people into the library. The 
only answer, I suspect, is to make the library a center of community 
activity. That is something we cannot even think about until we get a 
new library building, but I believe that with adequate physical re- 
sources it can be done. Indeed, I know that some small-town libraries 
have done it. Most of us learned to love books by growing up with them. 
If we can persuade people to come where there are books, some of them 
at least will learn what books are good for. 
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Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *Acheson, D.G. The pattern of responsibility; ed. by McGeorge Bundy. 
RH Houghton. $4. 
Based mainly on the Department of State Bulletin, representative ex- 
cerpts from the public record of Secretary-of State Dean Acheson are 
skilfully edited to show his policy toward the U.S.R.R., Europe and 
Asia as well as on matters of security and loyalty. Index. 327.73 


YP *Andrews, C.H. No time for tears. Doubleday. $2. 

RH A father tells the graphic, touching and enlightening story of his 
ten-year-old son's desperate bout with bulbar poliomyelitis and the 
part played in his recovery by faith and confidence as well as modern 
science. 616.83 

YP *In Journey together, by Turnley Walker (McKay. $2.50. 616.83), the 

RH author of Rise up and walk matter-of-factly describes his rehabilita- 
tion at Warm Springs and painstaking jourfiey "back into the outside 
world," helped by his understanding wife. 


Arkell, Reginald. Green fingers, and other poems. Harcourt. $2. 
Mellow light verse on surprising phases of gardening by the author 
of Old Herbaceous. Amusing drawings by John Teppich. 821 


"Biddle, F.B. The fear of freedom. Doubleday. $3.50. 

The former U.S. Attorney General rationally and cogently examines the 
means of achieving loyalty to our government ina salutary "discussion 
of the contemporary obsession of anxiety and fear in the United States; 
its historical background and present expression; and its effect on 
national security and on free American institutions." 323.4 
Freedom is the right to choose; an inquiry into the battle for the 
American future, by Archibald MacLeish (Beacon. $2.50. 973.91) is 

a collection of 13 clearly stated essays on the individual's struggle 
in this "difficult and dangerous... time of change." All but three 
chapters appeared in magazines. Index. 


YP “Botkin, B.A., ed. A treasury of Western folklore. Crown. $4. 
R Richly varied omnibus dealing "with the traditions and folkways, the 
songs and stories, both in and out of print, of the people of the 
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Great Plains and the Far West." Index of authors, titles and first 
lines of songs. 398 


Brooks, Van Wyck. The confident years: 1885-1915. Dutton. $6. 

The fifth volume in the series, Makers and finders: a history of the 
writer in America, 1800-1915, concludes the brilliant re-creation of 
the American literary mind and spirit. Index. 810 


*Conto, James. TV owner's guide to operation and repair. (Homecrafts) 
Doubleday. $2. 

Timely chapters on buying and caring for a television set which should 
mean saving and greater enjoyment. Diagrams. 621.38 


*Crawford, Marion. Mother and queen; the story of Queen Mary. 
Prentice-Hall. $3.50. 
In simple, unaffected style, the tutor of "the little princesses" 
recalls frequent meetings with Queen Mary, pays tribute to her 
personality and reconstructs the historic background of "a great 
woman of our times." Photographs. B or 92 


Crompton, John. The life of the spider. Houghton. $3. 
Popularized, scientifically accurate book about spiders, showing "the 
drama of their lives." Drawings. Index. 595 


“Cronin, A.J. Adventures in two worlds. McGraw-Hill. $4. 
After selling his competent medical practice, the noted Scottish au- 
thor tried his hand at writing and this is the absorbing tale of his 
immediate success as a novelist, his travels, his understanding of 
people and spiritual faith. (Pub. date: Feb. 25) B or 92 


Dangerfield, George. The era of good feelings. Harcourt. $6. 
Eminently readable, scholarly "description of some of the personal- 
ities and experiences, American and European, which assisted in or 
were necessary to the political transition from Jeffersonian democ- 
racy to Jacksonian democracy." Notes, bibliography, index. 973.54 


“DeMille, Agnes. Dance to the piper. (Atlantic Monthly Press bk) 
Little. $3.50. 
A vivacious, candid account of the noted choreographer's interesting 
background and associates, difficult entrance into "the profession" 
and eventual success. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Donahue, W.T. & Tibbitts, Clark, eds. Growing in the older years. 
Univ. of Michigan Press. $2.50. 

Final volume in a trilogy to which authorities in the field of geron- 
tology have contributed readable papers on physical and mental health 
and education for an aging population. Index. 618.97 


YP *Dupuy, R.E. Men of West Point; the first 150 years of the United 

RH States Military Academy. Sloane. $5. 
Published in celebration of West Point's sesquicentennial, this live- 
ly narrative shows "against the background of our national history 
and of national crises in war and in peace, the part played therein 
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by certain graduates." Maps, photographs. Appendix, bibliography, 
notes, indexes. 


PR “Fergusson, Erna. New Mexico; a pageant of three peoples. Knopf. $5. 


H 


Writing affectionately and authentically of her native state, the 
author traces the influence of Indian, Spanish and American cultures 
on the New Mexico of today. Maps, photographs. Books for further 
reading, glossary, index. 978.9 


Freeman, William. A concise dictionary of English idioms. Crowell.$2.95. 
Alphabetically arranged handbook, especially valuable for foreigners, 
giving the origin and history of many idiomatic phrases and their 
meanings with examples in ordinary language. R423 


Furman, Bess. White House profile; a social history of the White 
House, its occupants and its festivities. Bobbs-Merrill. 

Describes with frequent quotations and intimate detail "the century- 
and-a-half flow of life through the most important house in the United 
States of America." Photographs. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Gulick, L.H. American forest policy; a study of government adminis- 
tration and economic control. Duell. $3.50. 

This is a cogent summary of past and present forest programs in which 
the president of the Institute for Public Administration explains 
what happens "when government takes positive action to solve an 
economic problem." Index. 634.9 


Hughes, Glenn. A history of the American theatre, 1700-1950. 

French. $5. 

Jam-packed, well-ordered survey of two and one-half centuries of 
theatrical activity in this country, delightful for consecutive read- 
ing or ready reference. Photographs, Selected bibliography, index.792 


Kahn, E.J. jr. The peculiar war; impressions of a reporter in Korea, 

Random House. $2.75. 

Casual but discerning articles by a correspondent for The New Yorker, 
who spent three months in Korea during 1951. Most of the material ap- 
peared in The New Yorker. Map on end papers. 940.54 


Lehrman, H.A. Israel: the beginning and tomorrow. Sloane. $3.75. 

With firsthand knowledge and historic background a reporter describes 
"sympathetically but objectively, critically but constructively," the 
political, social, economic and psychological developments in Israel. 


Map. 956 


Lewis, Norman. A dragon apparent; travels in Indo-China. Scribner. $4.50. 
In 1950 the writer journeyed through exotic, little-known China and 

here sensitively records his impressions of the people and their 

strange customs. Map, photographs. 915.9 


Y “McNair, R.J. Square dance! Garden City. $1.50. 


z 


The author and his wife established the popular "Hayloft" in Denver 
and here conveys the color and fun of square dancing, including steps 
and calls for 39 numbers. Drawings. Index. 793.34 
Eight yards of calico: square dance fun for everyone, by Paul Hunt 
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and Charlotte Underwood (Harper. $2.50. 793.34) contains easy in- 
formation and eight planned programs "designed to develop dancer 
and caller simultaneously." Illustrative photographs. Record list, 
list of dances, index. 


Monaghan, James. The great rascal; the life and adventures of Ned 
Buntline. Little. $4.50. 

"More than the biography of an incredible rascal. It provides an in- 
sight into the social history of the period covered, especially in- 
to the seamy side of American journalism." Louis B. Wright in The 


Photographs. Notes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


Morris, L.R. Incredible New York; high life and low life of the last 
hundred years. Random House. $5. 

New York's past is recaptured and her miraculous growth recorded in 
an entertaining, factual portrayal of institutions and personalities, 
both distinguished and notorious. Photographs of historic interest. 
Index. 974,71 


Mountford, C.P. Brown man and red sand; journeyings in wild 
Australia. Praeger. $4.50. 

Enthusiastic, memorable interpretation of the native legends and 
rites of various aboriginal tribes in Central Australia, reflecting 
a deep respect for their "simple, peaceful, co-operative and kindly" 
culture. Map on end papers, fine photographs. Index. 919.42 


Neider, Charles, ed. Great shipwrecks and castaways; authentic ac- 
counts of adventures at sea. Harper. $3. 

These dramatic, often gruesome and horrifying true tales of the sea 
express "man's ingenuity, his will to survive, his behavior in primi- 
tive and terrible situations." Illustrated end papers. Sources, bib- 
liography. 910.4 


Palestrant, S.S. Lamps and lampshade making. (Homecrafts) Double- 
day. $2.50. 

Excellent volume for the amateur craftsman on methods of lighting 
and making lamp basea and lampshades of various kinds with clear 
directions for wiring etc. Photographs, drawings. Glossary, sources 
of supplies. 745 


YP *Prochnow, H.V. 1001 ways to improve your conversation & speeches. 
RH Harper. $3.95. 
Of practical help in business or social relationships, this compre- 
hensive handbook lists stories, literary quotations and many other 
valuable aids to effective conversation, public speaking and writing. 
Index. 808.5 


Reinfeld, Fred, ed. The treasury of chess lore. McKay. $3.95. 

Just what the title suggests -- stories, poems, excerpts from various 
writings, assembled to make good reading whether you play chess or 
not. Illustrations. Notes. 794.1 


Ripley, Dillon. Search for the spiny babbler; an adventure in Nepal. 
Houghton. $4. 
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Blending exploration and ornithology, the head of an expedition in 
search of rare bird species recounts his exciting experiences in re- 
mote, unknown Nepal. Map, photographs. Bibliography, indexes. 598.29 


Russell, B.R. 3d earl. New hopes for a changing world. Simon & 
Schuster. $3. 

Stimulating, encouraging essays, dealing with current perplexities, 
the fundamental conflicts of life and man's ability to conquer fear 
and attain happiness. 150 


Smith, Bradford. Bradford of Plymouth. Lippincott. $5. 

A descendant of William Bradford freshly reconstructs the personality 
of a "great and modest" American, who set "the pattern of the self- 
made man." Notes and sources, index. Bor 92 


Stanley, Arthur, comp. The bedside Bible; an anthology for the quiet 
hours. Scribner. $2.50. 

Attractuve selection with notes, which follows the Authorized Version, 
for the most part, and is especially arranged "to tell a coherent 
story and show the evolution of belief." Sources. 220 


Straus, Nathan. Two-thirds of a nation; a housing program. Knopf. $4. 
Its goal "a comfortable home for every American family," this lucid, 
informed book by the first administrator of the U.S. Housing Authority 
sets forth "the fundamentals of sound housing policy." Illustrations. 
Four chapters by specialists, appendixes, index. 331.88 


YP*Thomas, L.J. Back to Mandalay. Greystone Press. $3.50. 


R 


YP 
R 


A stirring yarn, conversationally relating the conquest of Burma 

through General Wingate's method of "long-range penetration" and the 
aid of American Air Forces, with Phil Cochran and John Alison in com 
mand. Map on end papers, photographs, cartoons. 940.54 


Underhill, Mrs V.B.& Burks, A.J. Creating hooked rugs. Coward-McCann. $6. 
Enthusiastic, "chatty textbook for the novice," with complete instruc- 
tions on use of color, design and equipment. Illustrations. Where to 
obtain supplies, heirloom rug patterns. 746.74 


Werner, H.G. Live with your emotions. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.50. 
With deep insight into psychology and religion, an Ohio Methodist 
bishop discusses the effects of emotions on personal relationships 
and shows how to build a useful, satisfying life. References. 248 


*Wilson, M.E. How to help your child with music. Schuman. $3. 
Familiar questions pertaining to the musical development of children 
are answered for parents in a simple, thorough analysis by the pro- 


fessor of instrumental music at Ohio State University. Photographs. 
Index. 780.7 


Yates, R.F. The hobby book of stenciling and brush-stroke painting. 
McGraw-Hill. $4. 

How to copy and cut stencils, strip and restore old furniture, varnish 
and antique, paint tin trays etc., expertly and invitingly presented 
with numerous illustrative photographs and drawings. Index. 747.94 
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Fiction 


PR Bridge, Ann. The dark moment. Macmillan. $3.75. 

EH The childhood friendship of a Turkish and an English girl forms the 
dominant thread in a richly woven tapestry depicting the birth of 
the new Turkey under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, as 
true incidents and customs are vivified in a documentary novel with 
charm and atmosphere and of considerable scope. 


Collins, Norman. Children of the archbishop. Duell. $4. 

How Sweetie, left at a London orphanage in 1920, grows up into a 
charming, wilful child and upsets the whole institution is told in 

a detailed, somewhat sentimental story with sympathetic characteriza- 
tion of disparate types. 


“Davis, H.L. Winds of morning. Morrow. $3.50. 

Related by a sheriff's assistant, this fresh, pungent tale of the 
West in the mid-20s is concerned with an accidental shooting, with 
Indians and horse stealing and introduces the notional old herder, 
Pap Hendricks, who will be long remembered as will the originality 
of the entire book. 


De Jong, D.C. Two sofas in the parlor. Doubleday. $3. 
Heartwarming, diverting vignettes in which the Kegels, coming from 
Holland to Grand Rapids in 1913, find the new ways bewildering though 
the children, despite stern Mother's adherence to Old World stan- 
dards, become "terribly American." 


Frison-Roche, Roger. The grand crevasse; tr. from the French by Janet 
Adam Smith. Prentice-Hall. $3. 

Against the intensely vivid, authentic background of mountaineering 
in the Alps is enacted the tragic, poignant love story of a stalwart, 
native guide and a volatile, Parisian society girl. 


*Jonas, Carl. Jefferson Selleck. Little. $3. 

A decent, likable, middle-aged small businessman leaves his dictated 
memoirs to be edited posthumously by his doctor and a rounded por- 
trait emerges of a typical American who lived during the eventful 
past half-century, while familiar ways are limned with humor and 
fidelity, giving cause for reflection. 


Komroff, Manuel. Jade Star. Sloane. $3. 

In a colorful, poetically written fairy tale for grownups, beautiful, 
ambitious Jade Star becomes the great Kublai Khan's favorite "jewel" 
only to incur the hatred of the empress and to be sent from the pal- 
ace in disgrace. 


Stafford, Jean. The Catherine wheel. Harcourt. $3. 

Summer at luxurious Congreve House was not the same for sensitive, 
14-year-old Andrew because his best friend was absorbed in an older 
brother, home on sick leave, while for enchanting Cousin Katharine, 
racked by her long love for her best friend's husband, the days move 
relentlessly toward a tragic end in an exquisitely written unravel- 
ing of complexities that will delight the discriminating reader. 
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PR Troyat, Henri. My father's house; tr. from the French by David 
Hapgood. Duell. $4.50. 
The relationship of a wealthy, young merchant with his gay wife and 
their irresponsible friend, Burin, forms the core of a sophisticated, 
many-patterned chronicle of Russia between 1888 and 1914. First book 
in a trilogy, While the earth endures. 


Walker, David. The pillar. Houghton. $3. 

For 58 months six men of differing background live together in a 
German prison camp and in laconic but impressive fashion, their 
deep comradeship is revealed, kindled by older, disillusioned Busty, 
the "pillar of their house." 


Mysteries 


YPRH*Ambler, Eric (Eliot Reed, pseud.) Tender to danger. (Crime club) 
Doubleday. $2.50. 

YPR Carr, J.D. (Carr Dickson, Carter Dickson, pseuds.) Behind the crinm- 
son blind; another adventure of Sir Henry Merrivale. Morrow. $2.50. 

PRH Cumberland, Marten. Grave consequences. (Crime club) Doubleday.$2.50. 

PR Frost, Barbara. The corpse died twice. Coward-McCann. $2.50. 

PRH *Gilbert, Michael. Death has deep roots. Harper. $2.50. 

YPRH*Queen, Ellery, pseud. Calendar of crime. Little. $2.75. 

PR *Upfield, A.W. Venom House. (Crime club) Doubleday. $2.50. 


Juveniles 


Adams, S.H. The Sante Fe trail; illus. by Lee J. Ames. (Landmark bks) 
Random House. $1.50. (9~12) 
Anderson, C.W. A pony for Linda; illus. by the author. Macmillan. $2. 
(Under 9) 
Brewster, Benjamin, pseud. The first book of firemen; illus. by Jeanne 
Bendick. Watts. 1.75, (Under 9) 
De Leeuw, A.L. & Paradis, M.B. The golden shadow. Macmillan, $2,50, 
(Older boys and girls) 
Fry, R.K. Pipkin sees the world; illus. by the author. Dutton.$2. (Under 9) 
Hogben, Lancelot, ed. How the world was explored. Lothrop. $1.50. (9-12) 
Huntington, H.E. Aircraft U.S.A. Doubleday. $2.50. (9-12) 
Lampman, Mrs E.S. Elder Brother; illus. by Richard Bennett. Doubleday. 
$2.50. (9-12) 
Oldrin, John. The round meadow; illus. by Kurt Wiese. Viking. $2.50. 
(Under 9) 
Orton, Mrs H.F. Mystery over the brick wall; illus. by Robert Doremus. 
lippincott. $1.75. (9-12) 
Peare, C.0. Mary McLeod Bethune. Vanguard. $2.75. (Older boys and girls) 
Pinkerton, Mrs K.S. Hidden Harbor. Harcourt. $2.75.(Older boys and girls) 
Price, Christine. Three golden nobles; illus. by the author. Longmans. 
$2.75. (9-12) 
Schwalje, E.G. & Schwalje, Marjory. Cezar and the music-maker; illus. 
by Nicolas. Knopf. $2.50. (9-12) 
Shippen, K.B. A bridle for Pegasus; illus. by C.B. Falls. Viking. $3.50. 
(Older boys and girls) 
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Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
OLD AGE 


Can we grow old gracefully? Reviewing Stand vol. 16, no. 19. 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill. June 10, 1951. 12p. 10¢. 


Ford, N.D. Where to retire on a small income; a guide to how to 
retire sooner. 3d ed., rev. and enl. Harian Publications. 
Greenlawn, New York. 1951. 72p. $1. 

Other publications by the same author: 
How to earn an income while retired. 35¢. 
Retire young - and start living. 35¢. 
Lands in the sun. 35¢. 


Govan, Elizabeth. The needs of the aged. Canadian Welfare Council. 
Ottawa, Canada. 1951. 12p. 25¢. 


Has old age a place in a young man's world? Platform. Newsweek. 
Club and Educational Bureaus. 152 W. 42d St., New York 18. 
Sept. 1948. 22p. 25¢. 


Lawton, George and Stewart, M.S. When you grow older. Public Affairs 
pamphlet no. 131. Public Affairs Committee, Inc. 22 E. 38th St., 
New York 16. 1947. 30p. 25¢. 


The problems of old age. Round Table no. 564. University of Chicago 
Round Table. Chicago 37, Ill. Jan. 9, 1949. 33p. 10¢. 
A radio discussion and four additional articles. 


What about retirement? Including What it means to retire from work by 
R. J. Havighurst. Round Table no, 690, University of Chicago. 
Chicago 37, Ill. June 17, 1951. 22p. 10¢. 


What'll I do with those 15 years? Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
Association of America, 522 5th Ave., New York 18. 1951. 4p. free. 


When are we too old to work? Town Meeting vol. 16, no. 7. The Town 
Hall, Inc. New York 18. June 13, 1950. 15p. 10¢. 


Where and with whom should older people live? Including How to live a 
hundred years happily. Round Table no. 703. University of Chicago. 
Chicago 37, Ill. Sept. 16, 1951. 2lp. 10¢. 
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LITERATURE OF THE CAPITAL DISTRICT 


compiled by Grace A. Moore 
Readers' Adviser, Albany Public Library 


Adams, S.H. Sunrise to sunset. Random House. $3. 

Troy in the days of water-powered textile mills is the background for 
this entertaining period piece showing conditions which existed when 
girls worked from "sunrise to sunset" and lived in factory dormitories. 


Atherton, Mrs G.F.H. The conqueror. Lippincott. $3.75. 

The colorful life of Alexander Hamilton is the basis for this romantic 
novel. Of special interest is the description of the Schuyler Mansion, in- 
Cluding Hamilton's courtship and marriage to Betsy Schuyler in 1780. 


Atkinson, Mrs D.A.T. The twin cousins. Bobbs-Merrill. $3. 
"In a frank, lively tale of early days in the Catskills, a young couple 
set up an inn in partnership with their cousins." 


Bacon, E.M. The Hudson river from ocean to source; historical, legen- 
dary -- picturesque with 100 illustrations and a sectional map of the 
Hudson River. Putnam. o.p. 


House. .75.) contains some fine panoramic views of the towns and people 
that have contributed to its greatness. 

The Hudson, by C.L. Carmer (Rinehart. $4.) is one of the best of the 
Rivers of America series. 


Baxter, K.S. A godchild of Washington. F.T. Neely. o.p. 

A fascinating story about Catherine Schuyler which also includes pen 
pictures of other historical figures set against the social background 
of the day. 


Berry, Erick, pseud. Seven beaver skins. Winston. $2. 

One of the Land of the Free series for young people, this tale about 
Albany and New York at the time of the patroon system is written and 
illustrated by an Albanian. 


Carmer, C.L. Listen for a lonesome drum. Sloane. $4. 
"Motley, entertaining collection of folktales of upstate New York gleaned 
during two years of wandering." 

$4.) is also an intimate 
and personal record of New York folk, "their looks, actions, eccentrici- 
ties and habits" revealed through casual but arresting anecdotes. 


Carpenter, W.S. The summer paradise in history, a compilation of fact 
and tradition covering lake George... and other sections reached by... 
Delaware and Hudson Co. General Passenger Dept. Delaware and Hudson, 
Albany, N.Y. 


Chambers, R.W. Cardigan. Harper. $3. 
Adventure and romance during the early days of the Revolution in the 
Mohawk Valley. Hero is nephew of Sir William Johnson. 
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Christman, Henry. Tin horns and calico. Holt. o.p. 
An exciting portrayal of one of the most dramatic episodes of our early 
history, the Anti-rent War in the Helderbergs. 


Christman, W.W. Songs of the Helderhills. Vinal. o.p. 
Wild pasture pine. Argus Co. o.p. 
Relective verse by a poet who lived in the shadow of the Helderbergs. 


Cooper, J.F. Satanstoe. Putnam. o.p. 

Most of the early families of Albany figure in this romance. Of special 
interest is the account of the ten-day trip by sleigh to New York in 1758 
and the description of the Van Rensselaer and Schuyler family pews in St. 
Peter's Church. 


Eberlein, H.D. The manors and historic homes of the Hudson valley. 
Lippincott. o.p. 

Historic houses of the Hudson Valley. Arch. Book Pub. 
Co. 0O.D. 
Dutch houses in the Hudson Valley before 1776, by H.W. Reynolds. (Payson 
& Clarke, Ltd.) o.p. 


Edelstein, D.S. Joel Munsell, printer and antiquarian. Columbia Univ. 
Press. $5. 

Biography of Albany's noted citizen whose careful research into records, 
newspapers and other original sources has preserved for the present gen- 
eration a vivid picture of Albany's heritage. 


Edmonds, W.D. Drums along the Mohawk. Little. $3. 

"Stirring account of the American Revolution as it affected the farmers 

in the frontier section, as unaided they withstood the raids of the British 
regulars from Canada." 


Ferber, Edna. Saratoga trunk. New Am. Lib. of World. 25¢. 

Romantic story, expertly told, which has for its background the develop- 
ment of the railroad in the '80s. Action takes place in New York and 
Saratoga. 


Fox, D.R. Yankees and Yorkers. New York Univ. Press. $4. 

The late president of Union College writes zestfully of the century-long 

conflict between the New England settlers and those in New York. A clear 
and scholarly introduction to The frontiersmen of New York, by J.R. Simms 
(G.C. Riggs) o.p. 


Frederick, Harold. In the valley. Scribner. $2.50. 

The author, editor of the Albany Bvening Journal from 1882-1884, describes 
Albany through the eyes of a fur trader who finds the Dutch city of 1790 
a quiet, delightful place. There is an interesting account of a ball held 
at the Van Rensselaer mansion in honor of Lieutenant-Gorernor Colden. 


Gardner, E,.E. Folklore from the Schoharie hills. Univ. of Michigan 
Press. 0.DP. 

The social life and customs of the early settlers are traced through the 
stories, legends, séngs, riddles and games which the author collected as 
she visited the people and was accepted as a member of the community. 
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Gilligan, Edmund. Strangers in the Vly. Scribner. o.p. 

A finely written, fantastic tale about three dwarfs, emigres from Europe, 
who exert a strong influence upon the people in a little Dutch hamlet in 
the Catskills. 


Grant, Mrs Anne. Memoirs of an American lady. Dodd. o.p. 

As a little girl, this noted Scottish writer made her home in the Flats, 
the Schuyler house situated on the west bank of the Hudson between Albany 
and Troy. "In her memoirs lives not only a picture of the old mansion and 
life in it... but one of the most valuable surviving pictures of authentic 
American life." 


Gregg, A.B. Old Hellebergh; historical sketches of the West Manor of 
Rensselaerswyck. Altamont Enterprise. o.p. 

Unusual events in and around Albany county, "of long ago and only yester- 
day" have been collected by the historian of this section. 


Hislop, Codman. The Mohawk. (Rivers of America ser.) Rinehart. $4. 
Story of the historic river from the time of Hendrick Hudson to the erec- 
tion of a building of the General Electric Company on the "Groote Vahlte." 


Jones,L.C. Spooks of the valley. Houghton. $2.50. 

These gay stories, primarily intended for children, are of interest to all 
ages for their robust humor, modern flavor and local setting. The story 
of the headless horseman, Captain Kidd's treasure, the Phantom of the 

the Manor and well-known folktales are included. 


Kimball, F.P. Capital region of New York state. 3v. Lewis Hist. Pub.Co. 
Carefully documented, profusely illustrated, it covers the important region 
which Mr. Kimball, an Albanian, calls "one of the truly great corners of 
America." 


Lancaster, Bruce. Guns of Burgoyne. Stokes. o.p. 
The expedition and defeat of the British forces at Saratoga are described 
from the viewpoint of a Hessian officer. 


Pound, Arthur. Johnson of the Mohawks. Macmillan. o.p. 

Spirited biography by the former State historian. From regional source 
materials and intuitive understanding of Sir William's contribution to 
our early history, there emerges a notable portrait of a great man. 
Lords of the valley, by Mrs F.W.S. Seymour (Longmans. o.p.) is a fine 
account of Sir William Johnson and "his Mohawk brothers." 


Schoolcraft, H.R. Notes on the Iroquois. Albany. E.H.Pease & Co. o.p. 
A definitive work by the authority on North American Indians, who was 
born near Guilderland. Although the book is scholarly, it is lightened 
with flashes of humor and insight. 

In Schoolcraft, Longfellow, Hiawatha, by C.S. Osborn and S.B. Osborn. 
(Ronald. $2.75.), the poet's great debt to Henry Schoolcraft (the sweet 
singer "Nawadaha") is acknowledged. 


Seton, Anya. Dragonwyck. Houghton. $2.50. 

Set in a little village near Hudson, the story of Nicholas, wicked lord 
of the manor, Dragonwyck, and his lovely young wife, Miranda, brings 
vividly to life the dramatic events of 1845 when the Anti-rent War was 
at its height. 
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Shafer, D.C. Smokefires in Schoharie. Longmans. o0.p. 

The German settlers lived peacefully with the Mohawks until war and be- 
trayal brought revenge. A memorable characterization of the first Pala- 
tines by a descendant. 


Simms, J.R. Trappers of New York. St. Johnsville, N.Y. Enterprise and 
News. 0.Dp. 

A unique book, written in 1850, and now reprinted with original title page 
and illustrations, it gives an exciting, firsthand account of Revolutionary 
War experiences as they were told by the old soldiers to the author, his- 
torian of the Mohawk Valley. 


Talbot, F.X. Saint among savages. Harper. $2.50. 

The biography of the great missionary, Father Jogues, and of his sojourn 
among the Dutch in Albany when he was held captive by the Indians is 
thrilling reading. 

Glory of the Mohawks, by Edward Lecompte (Bruce. $2.) tells the story 
of the life of the venerable Catherine Tekawitha, an Indian convert. 


Thompson, H.W. Body, boots & britches. Lippincott. $5. 
Skilfully written, entertaining yarns spun by New York State's leading 
folklore authority. Includes the famous horse and popcorn story. 


Vrooman, J.J. Clarissa Putman of Tribes Hill. Baronet Litho. Co. $6. 
The supervisor of historic sites of New York State tells the colorful 
love story of Sir William Johnson's son and his neighbor, Clarissa. Un- 
usually fine illustrations, many in color from original plates. 
Forts and firesides of the Mohawk country (Baronet Litho.Co.$6.) 


count of historic buildings, homes, churches and forts in the Mohawk val- 
ley is enhanced by 69 excellent full-page photographs and decorations. 
Newly revised edition of limited printing of 1943. Index." 


Wallace, P.A.W. The white roots of peace. Univ. of Pennsylvania Press. $2. 
Emphasizing the similarities between the present United Nations and the 
League of the Five Nations founded in the 15th century on American soil, 
the book has an important message for those who today are seeking to bring 
understanding among nations. 


Weise, A.J. History of the city of Albany from earlier times to 1884. 
Bender. o.D. 

Quaint, but authentic history of Albany. The somewhat pompous style, old- 
fashioned illustrations and inclusion of records of contemporary events 
will please many readers. 

Albany; Dutch, English, and American, by Codman Hislop (Argus Press. .$3.50,) 
outlines briefly the history of the city to the present day. 


Wilstach, Paul. Hudson river landings. Bobbs-Merrill. o.p. 
Relates in a leisurely, informal manner, facts and legends about the peo- 
ple and the famous houses along the Hudson. 
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Reprints of this list are available on request 
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CFI EN 
AEF IISONI 


A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A HOBBY? 


Cherner, Norman. Make your own modern furniture; working plans and 
room designs for more comfortable and convenient living. Drawings 
by Norman Cherner and Frank Stork. McGraw-Hill. 1951. 1140p. 
684 C521 
Crook, H. C. Campanulas, their cultivation and classification. 
London. Country Life. N.Y. Scribner. 1951. 256p. 635.933 C948 
Gilman, Lawrence. Orchestral music; an armchair guide, edited by 
Edward Cushing. Oxford Univ. Press. 1951. 484. 785 G487 
Mackey, D. R. Drama on the air. Prentice-Hall. 1951. ip. 
792 M156 
Sipley, L. W. Half century of color. Macmillan. 1951. 216p. 
778.6 $618 
Yates, R. F. New furniture from old. Drawings by the author and 
Brock W. Yates. W. Funk. 1951.  253p. 645 Y33 


THE BRITISH SCENE 


Bolitho, Hector. Century of British monarchy. Longmans. 1951.  274p. 
942.08 ZAb6 

City of London, a record of destruction and survival. The building 
development of the city, the damage suffered in the years 1940-1945, 
---Final report of the planning consultants, C. H. Holden, and W. G. 
Holford, presented, in 1947, to the Court of Common Council. London. 
Published on behalf of the Corporation by the Architectural Press. 
1951. 3341p. 914.21 C581 

Wormald, B. H. G Clarendon; politics, history & religion, 1640-1660. 
Cambridge cEngj Univ. Press. 1951.  330p. 942.06 Zc5w 


COMMUNITY PLANNING 
Baker, Geoffrey. Shopping centers; design and operation -byy Geoffrey 


Baker and Bruno Funaro. Reinhold. 1951. 288p. (Progressive 
architecture library). 711.552 qB167 
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Lohmann, K. B. Cities and towns of Illinois; a handbook of community 
facts. Univ. of Illinois Press. 1951. 110p. 711.09773 1833 


ECONOMICS IN THE U. S. 


Goldenweiser, E. A. American monetary policy. McGraw-Hill. 1951. 
39lp. (Committee for Economic Development. Research study). 
332.11 G6lam 
Plum, L. V. Investment analysis and management, by Lester V. Plum and 
Joseph H. Humphrey. Irwin. 1951. 664. 332.6 P734 
Stern, F. M. Capitalism in America, a classless society. Rinehart. 
1951. 119. 330.973 $839 


IN THE WORLD OF BUSINESS 


Casey, R. S., ed. Punched cards, their applications to science and 
industry; edited by Robert S. Casey and James W. Perry. Book Divi- 
sion, Reinhold. 1951.  506p. 651.26 C341 

Mallick, R. W. Plant layout; planning and practice;byy Randolph W. 
Mallick -andy Armand T. Gaudreau. Wiley. 1951. 391p. 621.7 M254 

Mitchell, W. L. How to use your trade association. Prentice-Hall. 
1951. 287p. 650.6 M682 

Moore, F. G. Production control. McGraw-Hill. 1951. 455p. 

658.5 M821 


INTERESTING MEN & WOMEN 


Balz, A. G. A. Cartesian studies. pessaysz Columbia Univ. Press. 1951. 


328p. 194.1 Db19 
Brereton, Geoffrey. Jean Racine, a critical biography. Cassell. 1951. 
362p. 842.45 Bb 
Campbell, Murray. Herbert H. Dow, pioneer in creative chemistry by 
Murray Campbell and Harrison Hatton. Appleton-CenturyrCrofts. 1951. 
168p. 660.92 D744e 
Coleridge, S. T. Inquiring spirit; a new presentation of Coleridge 
from his published and unpublished prose writings, edited by Kathleen 
Coburn. Pantheon Books. 1951. 454p. 828.7 C69Ac 
Mason, K. H. James Harrod of Kentucky. Louisiana State Univ. Press. 
1951. 266p. (Southern biography series). 976.9 Zh3m 
Phelps, N. F. The Queen's invalid; a biography of Paul Scarron. Johns 
Hopkins Press. 1951. 289p. 877.43 Bp 
Sutherland, Donald. Gertrude Stein, a biography of her work. Yale 
Univ. Press. 1951.  218p. 818.5 $819As9 


LITERATURE 


Buckley, J. H. The Victorian temper, a study in literary culture. 
Harvard Univ. Press. 1951.  282p. 820.9 B924 

Caldwell, Erskine. Call it experience; the years of learning how to 
write. Duell. 1951.  239p. 818.5 C147Ac 

Davis, M. E. (Moragne). The neglected thread; a journal from the 
Calhoun community, 1836-1842; edited...by Delle Mullen Craven. Univ. 
of South Carolina Press. 1951. 256p. 818.4 M827Am 
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Guillaume (Chanson de geste). The song of William (La changun de 
Guillelme) Translated into verse by Edward Noble Stone. Univ. of 
Washington Press. 1951. 109p. 841.11 G957 

Hamm, V. M. ‘The pattern of criticism. Bruce. 1951. 308p. 801 H224 


THE NEGRO 


Johnson, William. William Johnson's Natchez; the ante-bellum diary of 
a free Negro; Edited by William Ransom Hogan and Edwin Adams Davis. 
Louisiana State Univ. Press. 1951. 812p. (Source studies in Southern 
history, no. 1). 325.26 J712Aaj 

Kardiner, Abram. The mark of oppression; a psychosocial study of the 
American Negro by Abram Kardiner and Lionel Ovesey. Norton. 1951. 
396p. 325.26 £18 


OTHER PLACES 


Ambrose, Kay. Classical dances and costumes of India...53 illus. from 
photos., and many drawings by the author. London. A. and C. Black. 
1951. 95p. 793.31 qaho6 

Davies, Blodwen. Quebec, portrait of a province. Greenberg. 1951. 
258p. 971.4 D255 

Faroughy, Abbas. The Bahrein Islands, 750-1951; a contribution to 
the study of power politics in the Persian Gulf, an historical, 
economic, and geographical survey. WN. Y. Verry, Fisher. 1951. 
128p. 955 ¥237 

Simkin, C. G F. The instability of a dependent economy; economic 
fluctuations in New Zealand, 1840-1914. Oxford Univ. Press. 1951. 
208p. 330.9931 $589 


PHILOSOPHY 


Butterfield, Herbert. History and human relations. Collins. 1951. 
254p. 901 3988 
Lamont, Corliss. The independent mind; essays of a humanist philosopher. 
Horizon Press. 1951. 1187p. 109.4 L2344 

Langer, S. K. (Knauth). Philosophy in a new key; a study in the 
symbolism of reason, rite and art. Harvard Univ. Press. 1951. 
313p. 153 1276 


SPAIN 


O'Callaghan, S. M. Cinderella of Europe; Spain explained. Philosophi- 
cal Library. 1951?  199p. 946.08 015 

Pattee, Richard. This is Spain. Bruce. 1951. 5441p. (Science and 
culture series). 946 P315 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Bateman, A. M. The formation of mineral deposits. Wiley. 1951. 
371p. 5531 3328 
Blum, H. F. Time's arrow and evolution. Princeton Univ. Press. 1951. 
222p. 575 B658 
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A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Report...1951 
(1951.) 316p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 12) Cover-title: No time to 
grow old. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Ithaca. Some studies of the field- 
curing of hay by H. B. Hartwig, B. A. Jennings, and H. D. Snyder. 
(1951) 52p. (Memoir 310, October 1951) 


BUFFALO STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 80th...for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1950. (1951) 4é6p. 


CEREBRAL PALSY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF. 
Report...February 27, 1951. 1951. 1154p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 68) 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Ski New York. (1951) 56p. 

EDUCATION DEPT. Division of elementary education. Bureau of instruc- 
tional supervision. No job holds quite the challenge. (1951) 4p. 
(Letter to supervisors, series 5,no.4, December 1951) 


Your job--and mine; supplement to: letter to supervisors, 
series 5, no. 4, December 1951. 


___.. Bureau of guidance. Manual for register keeping. 1951. 39p. 


Division of higher education. Planning for college in New York 
State. 1951. 3lp. 


Bureau of industrial arts education. Organizing industrial arts 
shops. (1951) 67p. 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Roster of health districts by county showing names and 
addresses of health officers and registration district numbers corrected 
to August 13, 1951. (1951)  8Op. 


HOSPITAL SURVEY AND PLANNING COMMISSION. Hospitals, New York State, 
1951. 1951. 19p. 
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INSURANCE DEPT. Insurance company developments in New York State 
during the month of November 1951. 


LAW, DEPT. OF. Annual report of Nathaniel L. Goldstein, attorney 
general, to the Senate and Assembly for the year 1950. (1951) 299p. 
(Legis Doc 1951 no. 80) 


LAW “—_—" COMMISSION. Report...for 1950. 635p. (Legis Doc. 1950 
no. 65 


MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. list and directory; national guard 
and naval militia, State of New York, November 1, 1951. (1951) 
232p. 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. Treaties and statutes, 1949-1951, vol. II 
(temporary). (1951) 98p. 


SAFETY, DIV. OF. Bureau of fire mobilization and control. "Using the 
student workbook", state fire training program. (1951) 4p. 


_.. ____ Workbook basic course, fire training program prepared by 
Leonard C. Silvern. (1951) 88p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Remodeling 
barns for better dairy stables by A. M. Goodman. (1951) 63p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 742, November 1951) 


____ "A shave and a haircut - bay rum", (1951) 1 sheet. Mimeo. 


__. Wet laboratories. (1951) 32p. (Cornell rural school leaflet, 
vol.45, no. 2, fall 1951) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Carpentry 
tools for homemakers by Helen Boettcher, Leola Cooper and Mary 
Pruchase. (1951) 16p. (Cornell extension bulletin 840, 

October 1951) 


__Sanitary food handling in church, community center and camp by 
Dorothy M. Proud. (1951) 8p. (Cornell extension bulletin 844, 
November 1951) 


STATE INSTITUTE OF APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES, Binghamton. Catalog for 
1952-1953. (1951)  78p. 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. Manpower, wages, and labor relations in World War II; an 
annotated bibliography compiled by Donald Ghent, Gladys Waltcher, 
Edwin Beal. 1951. 93p. (Bulletin no. 19, November 1951) 


TAXATION AND FINANCE, DEPT. OF. Annual report...1950. 1951. 83p. 
(Legis Doc 1951 no. 88) (Part III, bureau of motor vehicles) 


VETERANS AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Manual for counseling on federal education 
and training benefits administered by the veterans administration. 
(1951) var. pag. 
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Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Albany County. Sponsored by the Albany Friends of the Library, the Pine 
Hills Branch of the Albany Public Library held Open House at its new 
location, 1000 Madison Ave. on February 3 from 3 to 6 p.m. Exhibits 
included a replica of the first railroad in America which started 
from a point in the community. Refreshments were served in the new 
Pine Hills Children's Room. 


Allegany County. The David A. Howe Public Library of Wellsville has 
new forms for recording and acknowledging its memorial books and an 
attractive book plate. 


Broome County. Helen A. Stratton, who announced her retirement plans 
last summer, has been librarian of the Binghamton Public Library 
since 1928. Her only predecessor in the position was William F. 
Seward, who was named librarian when the institution opened in 
1904. Under the direction of Miss Stratton the Binghamton library 
has grown in usefulness to the city. There are now four branches, 
two of which have been established under Miss Stratton's direction. 
The third librarian of the Binghamton Public Library is Marcus A. 
Wright, whose appointment became effective January 1, 1952. Mr. 
Wright comes to Binghamton from the Erie County Public Library 
where he has been head of the order department. 


Delaware County. Sidney Public Library may get a new building in 1952. 
Application has been made to Washington for permission to build and 
for an allocation of necessary steel. Plans for a new building were 
drawn up five years ago and a site purchased. Additions to the 
nae fund have been made from time to time, until it now equals 

55,600. 


Erie County. The growing public demand for book reviews has caused the 
Adult Education Department of the Buffalo Public Library to add 
another series this year. The Tuesday noon series, Books for Today, 
which attracts capacity audiences to the Central Library, is now in 
its seventh year. A Monday afternoon series, It's Only a Novel, 
started last year, is continuing. The third, and newest series, 
Books For You, is an activity of the North Jefferson Branch Library. 


Jefferson County. Carthage Free Library has received a gift of bril- 
liantly-hued Mexican serape that brightens the library walls. The 
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gift was presented to the library by Philip Scanlin, a former member 
of the Library Club, now serving in the Armed Forces. The staff of 
the Carthage Free Library has also undertaken the task of doing an 
inventory of the collection and a revision of the card catalog. 


Lewis County. Mrs. Ethel Higby, librarian of the B. Elizabeth Strong 
Memorial Library in Turin, reported that on a recent tag day for 
the library they made a profit of $53.73. 


Madison County. The Canastota Bee-Journal inaugurated a new feature, 
Hometown Institutions, with a two-column story on the Canastota 
Public Library. 


Monroe County. Dr. John Adams Lowe, who has directed the Rochester 
Public Library for the past 20 years, will retire from this position 
on April 1. Under Dr. Lowe's direction, the Rochester library has 
become recognized as one of the most progressive public libraries 
in the country. He planned the $1,400,000 Rundel Memorial Building, 
central home of the city library system, and encouraged the exten- 
sion of library services. The library now has 12 branches. The 
good wishes of the profession go with Dr. Lowe for the years of 
his retirement which he plans to devote to study and to consul- 
tive library matters. 


Montgomery County. Through the courtesy of Daniel Vooys, a special 
exhibit of books, a map and other material of interest to philat- 
elists was on display at the Canajoharie Library during National 
Stamp Collection Week. Mr. Vooys also gave the library six books 
for the use of stamp collectors. 


Nassau County. Margaret H. Davison of Rockville Centre, who has re- 
turned to Nassau after four years overseas, is the new children's 
librarian at the Levittown Public Library. --The Garden City 
Library Association has completed a large-scale fund drive. The 
Association started last fall with 50 members and now reports more 
than 700 members. -~Friends of the Bellmore Memorial Library have 
placed a sign on the site of a new building. It says: “Bellmore 
Memorial Library will be erected on this site." - Mary S. Granger 
of Westbury Community Library was honored in an article in a recent 
issue of Nassau Daily Review Star, entitled "Women at Work: Her 
Vital Personality Asset to Westbury." 


New York. "The Operas of Wagner", a free series of ten lectures on 
music presented at the New York Public Library by Dr. Curt Sachs, 
started Monday, January 7th. Dr. Sachs' lecture series, offered 
by the Library for the 13th consecutive year, will trace the de- 
velopment of Richard Wagner's music from his early operas such as 
Rienzi and the Fliegende Hollander to the Ring der Nibelungen and 
Meistersinger of his mature years. 


Onondaga County. Hurlbut W. Smith, dean of Syracuse area industrialists 
and president and chairman of the board of L. C. Smith and Corona 
Typewriters, Inc., died on December 17, 1951. Mayor Thomas J. Cor- 
coran ordered all city flags to be placed at half-staff in tribute 
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to Mr. Smith, who served as a public official as chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Syracuse Public Library. Thomas W. Higgins 
has been appointed to serve the unexpired tern. 


Lawrence County. With the completion of the renovation of the Knox 
Memorial School Building, the Russell Public Library now occupies 
new quarters on the second floor front. New library tables, chairs, 
card catalog and library equipment with additional floor space make 
the new quarters attractive. 


Steuben County. Now available at Corning Public Library for use of 
parents and teachers are three sets of musical albums coordinated 
by age level, "Listening Activities," "Singing Activities" and 
"Rhythm Activities.".» These albums are the latest additions to the 
library's growing record collection. 


Suffolk County. Forty new chairs in ass#ted sizes for the children's 
room, a new oil burner controlled by two thermostats, one for the 
adult room, one for children's room, add to the appearance and 
comfort of the Patchogue Library. --The new editor of the Suffolk 
County Library Bulletin is Janet Pardington Noble, Smithtown. 


Ulster County. On display during January in the Ellenville Public 
Library were bottles and novelties made there between 1836 and 
1896, as well as other things of interest pertaining to the local 
glass industry. Products displayed included bottles, pickle jars, 
demijohns, and such novelties as a glass pig, turtle, chain, pipe, 
paper weight, pistol, witch ball, Christmas tree ornament, rolling 
pin, cane and stocking darner. 


Westchester County. Over 40 Westchester school and children's librar- 
ians met on January 9 at the Washington Junior High School Library, 
Mount Vernon, Frank Merritt Angell, supervisor of reading at the 
Garden City Public Schools, was speaker on the subject, "The Reading 
Problem -- What Librarians Can Do About It." Officers of the group 
for 1951-52 are: chairman, Rachael DeAngelo, supervisor of school 
libraries, Yonkers; vice-chairman, Helen Ketcham, children's librar- 
ian, Yonkers; treasurer, Hazel Herkimer, school librarian, Hastings-— 
on Hudson; secretary, Doris Bird,.children's librarian, Rye. The 
next meeting will be held on February 6 in New Rochelle. 
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Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 


Julia Ruth Armstrong Resigns: Julia Ruth Armstrong resigned from her 
position as Librarian of the Regional Library Service Center at Water- 
town on January 16 for reasons of health. Miss Armstrong, who has been 
on the Center staff since its beginning in 1948, was appointed Librarian 
a year ago. 

Miss Armstrong did pioneering work for the Regional Library Service 
Center and her efforts have shown positive results. It is hoped that it 
will not be long before she will return to active library service. 


Reception at State Library for Gosnells: A reception for Dr. and Mrs. 
Gosnell will be held by the State library staff on February 28. On 
Saturday, December 29, Dr. Gosnell married Helen Louise Kuhlman, a for- 
mer children's librarian at the Green Bay Public Library, Wisconsin. 


Head Cataloger to Take New Position: James W. Henderson, who has been 
Head Cataloger for the State Library, has resigned to accept a position 
in the Preparation Division of the New York Public Library. On Sunday, 


January 20, a farewell supper for Mr. Henderson was given by Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert H. Deily. Members of the State Library Technical Processes Div- 
ision attended. 


Annual Report Workshops: A series of workshops devoted to the explan- 
ation of the revised Annual Report Form were held in 38 places through- 
out New York State between January 2-11. The workshops were conducted 
by the members of the Library Extension Division staff and were attended 
by 343 librarians and trustees. The Annual Report Forms were mailed to 
all registered public and association libraries on January 11 and are due 
back in the Library Extension Division by February 15, 1952. 


Nominations for Trustee Awards Due: The A.L.A. Jury on Citation of Trus- 
tees announces that any outstanding library trustee in service during any 
part of the calendar year preceding the annual conference of the A.L.A. 

at which the award is made is eligible for a trustee's distinguished ser- 
vice award. Equal consideration is given to trustees of small and large 
libraries. 1952 nominations, with a full record of the candidates’ 
achievements, should be mailed to the Jury on Citation of Trustees, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, not later than 
March 15, 1952. Recommendations may be submitted by any library board, 
any library trustee, a state library association, state trustee organ- 


ization, state library extension agency, or by the Trustee Division of 
the A.L.A. 


Important A.L.A. Position Filled: S. Janice Kee of Madison, Wisconsin, 
has been appointed to the position of Executive Secretary, Public Librar- 
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ies Division, A.L.A., to succeed Helen A. Ridgway, formerly a public li- 
brary supervisor in the New York State Library. Miss Kee brings to the 
position broad professional and administrative experience, as well as a 
wide knowledge of public library organization. 


The Library as the Meeting Place of Ideas: "Meeting Place of Ideas" was 
the topic of a talk by Dr. Gosnell reported in the December 15 "Library 
Journal." The occasion of the talk was the dedication of the new public 
library building at Hempstead, L. I. 


Eileen Duggan Mourned: Eileen M. Duggan, editor of The Booklist since 
1943, died at the Wesley Memorial Hospital, Chicago, on January 12. Her 
death is a great loss to the profession and she will be sincerely missed 
by her many friends and associates. 

Miss Duggan was a native of Rheinlander, Wis., a graduate of the 
Wisconsin Library School and a member of Phi Beta Kappa. During the 1930s 
she lived at Hull House, where she handled the personal correspondence of 
Jane Addams, founder of the settlement. Miss Duggan joined the American 
Library Association staff in 1929. 


Magazine for Childrens' Librarians: Sarah A. Beard, Editor of "Top of 

the News," a magazine published four times a year by the A.L.A. Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young People, has called our attention to 
the fact that very few A.L.A. institutional members request membership 

in this Division. Institutional members, like personal members, may re- 
quest membership in one division without additional dues,and in additional 
divisions for 20% of the initial dues. "Top of the News," which contains 
valuable material for children's and young people's libraries, is sent 

to members of the Division, or may be subscribed to for 75¢ per year. 


Reminder: This is the time of the year when your member- 
ship in A.L.A. and N.Y.L.A. should be renewed. If you 
haven't taken care of this, drop a note to: 


American Library Association 
50 E. Huron Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


and to 


New York Library Association 
74 Chapel Street 
Albany, New York 


for application blanks and schedule. 
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Inventory for Librarians 


With one month of 1952 now merged with the past, the 
time is appropriate for stocktaking. Was 1951 a good 
year for libraries? Were libraries good for 1951? 


It is not the purpose of this brief inquiry to esti- 
mate gains and losses in practical ways, such as cir- 
culation statistics, regional service or the threat of 
television to reading. It is, rather, to appraise pres- 
ent-day librarianship with the idea of determining a 
goal for increased effectiveness. 


A thought-provoking article in The Library Journal, 
October 1951, on "Librarianship as a Profession," by 
Pierce Butler, professor of library history at the 
University of Chicago, will well reward reading by 
those who are "seeking a philosophy of librarianship 
in the broadest and truest sense of that much-abused 


term." After outlining the crowth of our modern library 
system and comparing the components of librarianship 
with those of other professions, Dr. Butler discusses 
its triune character, including a science, a tech- 
nology and a humanity. 


"The cultural motivation of librarianship," writes 
Dr. Butler, "is the promotion of wisdom in the indi- 
vidual and in the community...The librarian undertakes 
to supply literature on any and every subject to any 
and every citizen for any and every purpose. He does 
this not so much for the immediate value and the know- 
ledge imparted as on the theory that, in the long run, 
the process will sharpen the understanding, judgment, 
and prudence of the readers and thus sustain and ad- 
vance civilization." 


Dr. Butler's lucid paper should clarify the librar- 
ian's responsibilities and direction in the year ahead. 
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